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In 2017, Target First Saturdays  highlight female-identified and gender-nonconforming 
artists as part of A Year of Yes: Reimagining Feminism at the Brooklyn Museum . 
Join us for engaging and eclectic free art and entertainment, 5–11 p.m.  
 
Future Feminisms, Saturday, March 4th Events: 
FILM: THE TRANS LIST 
6:00 p.m. 
In this documentary (Timothy Greenfield-Sanders, 2016, 57 min.), transgender 
Americans share their experiences in their own words. Sylvia Rivera Law Project 
facilitates a post-screening conversation in honor of Women’s History Month, with writer 
Kate Bornstein and DJ and philanthropist Lina Bradford, both subjects from 
Greenfield-Sanders’s portrait project. Film introduced by Greenfield-Sanders. 330 free 
tickets at the Admissions Desk at 5 pm. 
 
HANDS-ON ART 
6:00–8:00 p.m. 
Georgia O’Keeffe is well known both for her paintings of flowers and for crafting a 
distinct personal aesthetic through her dress and art. Take inspiration from her by 
creating wearable, handmade paper flowers. 330 free tickets at the Admissions Desk at 
5 pm. 
 
FORWARD MARCH NY: POSTCARD WRITE-IN 
6:00–8:00 p.m. 
Join the dialogue about human and civil rights, then write postcards to your legislators. 
Hosted  by Forward March NY (formerly the NYC Chapter of Women’s March on 
Washington). 
 
 
 
 

https://www.brooklynmuseum.org/exhibitions/year_of_yes_reimagining_feminism


SCHOLAR TALK: LINDA GRASSO 
6:00 p.m. 
Linda Grasso previews her forthcoming book Equal Under the Sky: Georgia O’Keeffe 
and Twentieth-Century Feminism. Drawing from paintings, photographs, 
correspondence, press, fan mail, and archival documents, Grasso explores how 
O’Keeffe and feminism have been linked in popular culture and the public imagination. 
25 free tickets at the Admissions Desk at 5 pm. 
 
 
POP-UP GALLERY TALKS 
7:00–8:00 p.m. 
Teen Apprentices host ten-minute discussions about works of art in Marilyn Minter: 
Pretty/Dirty. 
 
CURATOR TOUR: GEORGIA O'KEEFFE 
7:30 p.m. 
Guest curator Wanda Corn gives an inside look at Georgia O'Keeffe’s iconic approach 
to self-fashioning. Discounted tickets for Georgia O'Keeffe: Living Modern are available 
for $12 during Target First Saturdays (only available on-site). 
 
FILM: THE CUP READER AND PIONEER HIGH 
7:30 p.m. 
Brooklyn-based filmmaker Suha Araj shares two short films about resilient Palestinian 
women. A fortune-teller named Warde translates as multiple generations rhapsodize 
about love in The Cup Reader (2013, 12 min.), and Pioneer High (2014, 10 min.) follows 
a student who starts a revolution by disobeying a dress code she doesn’t understand. 
25 free tickets at the Admissions Desk at 6:30 pm. 
 
SCREENING: BROWN GIRLS 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Catch the Brooklyn premiere of the anticipated new web series Brown Girls (Fatimah 
Asghar and Sam Bailey, 2016). The series follows two women from completely different 
backgrounds—Leila, a South Asian–American writer, and Patricia, a black American 
musician—and their powerful friendship. Followed by a talkback with the cast and crew 
moderated by multimedia artist Lindsay Catherine Harris, Astor Teen Programs 
Coordinator. 330 free tickets at the Admissions Desk at 7 pm. 
 



 

 

On International Women's Day, 
March 8th, women and our allies will act 
together for equity, justice and the human rights 
of women and all gender-oppressed people, 
through a one-day demonstration of economic 
solidarity. 

In the same spirit of love and liberation that inspired the Women's March, we join together in making March 
8th A Day Without a Woman, recognizing the enormous value that women of all backgrounds add to our 
socio-economic system--while receiving lower wages and experiencing greater inequities, vulnerability to 
discrimination, sexual harassment, and job insecurity. We recognize that trans and gender nonconforming 
people face heightened levels of discrimination, social oppression and political targeting. We believe in 
gender justice. 

Anyone, anywhere, can join by making March 8th A Day Without a Woman, in one or all of the following 
ways: 

1. Women take the day off, from paid and unpaid labor 
2. Avoid shopping for one day (with exceptions for small, women- and minority-owned 

businesses). 
3. Wear RED in solidarity with A Day Without A Woman 

 
A Day Without a Woman reaffirms our commitment to the Principles of Unity, which were collaboratively 
outlined for the Women’s March. We are inspired by recent courageous actions like the "Bodega strike" lead 
by Yemeni immigrant store owners in New York City and the Day Without Immigrants across the U.S. We 
applaud the efforts of #GrabYourWallet and others to bring public accountability to unethical corporate 
practices. The Women's March stands in solidarity with the International Women's Strike organizers, 
feminists of color and grassroots groups in planning global actions for equity, justice and human rights. 
When millions of us stood together in January, we saw clearly that our army of love greatly outnumbers that 
of fear, greed and hatred. Let's raise our voices together again, to say that women’s rights are human rights, 
regardless of a woman’s race, ethnicity, religion, immigration status, sexual identity, gender expression, 
economic status, age or disability. 
 
For more info: https://www.womensmarch.com/womensday 

 
 
 

https://www.womensmarch.com/principles/
http://womenstrikeus.org/
https://www.womensmarch.com/womensday


Badass Bitches Tour of the Met 
Sat, Mar 18: 1:00PM - 3:00PM 
Sat, Mar 4: 1:00PM - 3:00PM 
Class Level: All levels 
Price:$59 
 
Met Museum 
Central Park, Manhattan 
1000 5th Ave 
Btwn 79th & E 84th Streets 
New York, New York 10028  

 
Like so many prominent art museums, the Metropolitan Museum of Art has shockingly 
few pieces by female artists on display. Still, there are plenty of strong ladies to 
celebrate in the art itself. This tour highlights the modern and historical nasty women 
responsible for some of the museum’s world-renowned pieces, whether they were the 
creators, muses or subjects. Smashing the patriarchy never felt so cultured. 
 

 

Wikipedia Edit-a-thon: Art + 
Feminism 
Saturday, March 11, 10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. 
The Museum of Modern Art 
 
Wikipedia has become the ultimate bastion for knowledge 
when it comes to looking up historical conflicts, the ages of 

actors and how many awards they've won. But our current cultural go-to is written by 
shockingly low percentage of women. Bring a laptop and help correct the disparity by 
writing and editing new and balanced pages pertaining to art and women’s rights, and 
hear panels on feminism in the digital age led by writer Orit Gat, artist Reina Gossett and 
reporter Jenna Wortham. People of all gender identities are welcome to join the fray and 
change the face of Wikimedia.  
 
For childcare, please contact info@artandfeminism.org by March 7 and include the first names and number 
of children requiring care, their ages, and what time you plan on attending. 
The event is free, but please RSVP. 



Herstory Day at The Museum of the City of New York 
When: Sunday, March 26, 11:00am 
Price: Free with Museum admission 

  

 
Herstory Day is an intergenerational celebration of women’s history in New York City honoring 
their contributions, creativity, and resilience. Join us for interactive quilting, book-making, 
snacks, and performances. 
Registration suggested, though not required. 
 
Family programs are free with Museum admission and for members, geared to families with 
children ages 6-12 years old, and include a snack. Programs are designed for adults and 
children to complete the activities together. 
 
11:00 am promptly 
Keynote address by Staceyann Chin and her 5-year-old daughter, Zuri Chin 
 
11:00 am–3:00 pm  
Quilt installation by local artists Sylvia Hernandez, Madeleine Appell, and Adjoa Jones De 
Almeida 
12:00 pm–3:00 pm  
Quilt making: Create your own square and add it to the collective quilt 
12:00 pm–3:00 pm 
Intergenerational interview recordings: Bring a special object. Work with a historian to share its 
story.  
12:00 pm–3:00 pm  
Screen-printing: Print an activist t-shirt with street muralist, Lmnopi  
12:00 pm promptly; Library through 3:00 pm  
The Lesbian Herstory Archives: Presentation and pop-up library 
Light refreshments will be served. 

https://35948.blackbaudhosting.com/35948/tickets?tab=2&txobjid=7d8f6279-090b-4f8d-906a-6884c4fef836
https://35948.blackbaudhosting.com/35948/tickets?tab=2&txobjid=7d8f6279-090b-4f8d-906a-6884c4fef836
https://35948.blackbaudhosting.com/35948/tickets?tab=2&txobjid=7d8f6279-090b-4f8d-906a-6884c4fef836
http://www.lesbianherstoryarchives.org/


 
Celebrate women's history month with these documentaries: 

 
● Chisholm ’72, which aired on POV, is a skillful portrait of the Brooklyn congresswoman 

who mounted a long-shot campaign to become President. “Hearing her speak her finely 
honed mind in unscripted, un-‘handled’ terms is worth the price of admission in itself,” 
wrote David Sterritt in the Christian Science Monitor. [Streaming on Sundance Doc 
Club.] 

● 20 Feet From Stardom: Oscar-winning doc about longtime backup singers is, quite 
simply, a delight [streaming on Netflix and elsewhere]. 

● The Life and Times of Rosie the Riveter is an oldie but a goodie. Connie Field’s lovely, 
important doc explores the influx of women — black and white, urban and rural, poor and 
middle-class — into previously male-dominated workplaces in World War II. 
“Consummately skilful in articulating vital political issues through a strong sense of 
humour,” wrote TimeOut. 

● MAKERS: Multi-part documentary series that tells the known and unknown stories of 
women in the areas of war, space, comedy, business, Hollywood, and politics. These 
stories share women’s contributions to some of the most important moments in the 
history of our country and the world. You can watch MAKERS episodes online on 
PBS.org. 

● Joan Rivers: A Piece of Work [streaming on Netflix and Amazon], and Elaine Stritch: 
Shoot Me [streaming on Netflix], both one of a kind women who broke ground in the 
entertainment field (and both sadly recently left us). Stritch was an uncompromising 
Tony- and Emmy Award-winning actress whose personality and talent shine through in 
this intimate documentary; Rivers was a sharp-tongued, sharp-minded comedienne who 
navigated through a male-dominated world for decades. 

● The Wonderful, Horrible Life of Leni Riefenstahl [available on DVD from various retailers] 
is a probing portrait of a complex woman who was both a groundbreaking artist and yet 
aligned with the brutal Nazi regime for whom she made propaganda.”This movie is 
fascinating in so many different ways,” wrote Roger Ebert. “As the story of an 
extraordinary life, as the reconstruction of the career of one of the greatest of film artists, 
as the record of an ideological debate, as a portrait of an amazing old woman.”  

 
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/blog/celebrate-womens-history-month-with-these-docs 

http://www.pbs.org/pov/chisholm/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2396566/combined
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/TheLifeandTimesofRosietheRiveter/
http://www.makers.com/documentary
http://video.pbs.org/program/makers-women-who-make-america/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1568150/combined
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2405792/combined
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2405792/combined
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0107472/combined


 

 

Seeking Safety in a New Land: 15 Books About “Mighty Girl” Refugees 

A reading list from www.amightygirl.com 
 

This Is Me: A Story of Who We Are and Where We 
Came From  
Written by: Jamie Lee Curtis 
Illustrated by: Laura Cornell 
Recommended Age: 4 - 8 
 
A teacher tells her class about her immigrant great-grandmother's 
journey to a new and strange county. Most difficult of all: she could 
bring nothing but a small suitcase. How did she decide what to 
bring and what to leave? How do you reduce a life into a single 
piece of luggage? And she asks her class: what would you bring? 
What things do you have that are so precious that you could never 

leave them behind and what do you own that says, "This is me"? This thoughtful book 
encourages kids to contemplate what it would be like to leave behind everything that they know 
— and teaches them about the fact that we all came from somewhere else. Tucked into the 
back cover is a pop-up suitcase that kids can use to imagine how they would decide what really 
matters. 
 

The Memory Coat 
Written by: Elvira Woodruff 
Illustrated by: Michael Dooling 
Recommended Age: 4 - 8 
 
It’s the early 1900s, and Rachel’s cousin Grisha has come to live 
with her family after the death of his parents. He clings to the few 
reminders he has of them, like the woolen lining on his 
increasingly battered jacket, made from his mother’s old coat. 

When the Cossacks start threatening the Jews of their Russian shtetl, though, Rachel’s family 
decides to flee to America. Immigration means passing the rigorous inspection at Ellis Island... 
where Grisha’s tattered jacket gets him marked for deportation. Fortunately, clever Rachel 
thinks of a way to ensure that Grisha can stay with the family, but still keep this precious 

http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?author=Jamie%20Lee%20Curtis
http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?illustrator=Laura%20Cornell
http://www.amightygirl.com/this-is-me
http://www.amightygirl.com/the-memory-coat
http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?author=Elvira%20Woodruff
http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?illustrator=Michael%20Dooling


memento of his mother. This touching story of immigration and the love of extended family also 
shows how much refugee families have to leave behind. 
 

The Blessing Cup 
Written by: Patricia Polacco 
Illustrated by: Patricia Polacco 
Recommended Age: 4 - 8 
 
Anna and her family live a life of hardship, with few possessions 
save the bare necessities — except for a treasured china tea set, 
given as a wedding gift with the promise that whoever drinks from 
the cups will always know happiness. They also live in fear of the 

Czar’s soldiers, who harass and abuse Jewish Russians with impunity. When Papa falls ill, a 
kindhearted doctor not only takes them in and treats him, but also arranges passage to 
America, and in gratitude they give him the tea set... all but one cup. Because as long as they 
have the last blessing cup, the family will indeed know joy — even in their new homeland — for 
generations to come. This companion to The Keeping Quilt is a tribute to the importance of love 
and family. 
 

Four Feet, Two Sandals 
Written by: Karen Lynn Williams, Khadra Mohammed 
Illustrated by: Doug Chayka 
Recommended Age: 6 - 9 
 
At a refugee camp in Pakistan, 10-year-old Lina has been eagerly 
waiting for relief workers to bring her a desperately needed new 

pair of shoes, but when she grabs a sandal that fits perfectly, she discovers that another girl has 
snapped up its mate! Lina and Feroza decide that sharing the sandals makes more sense than 
each keeping one, and from there a friendship is born. As they go about their daily routine — 
washing clothes in the river, standing in line for necessities, and anxiously waiting for their 
names to appear on the list of people being transported to a new home in America — they 
laugh, play, and share their dreams. And when one girl’s name finally comes up on the lists, the 
sandals take on a new, symbolic role, linking the friends forever. This beautiful picture book is a 
touching story of how friendship can blossom even in the most difficult of circumstances. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.amightygirl.com/the-memory-coat
http://www.amightygirl.com/the-blessing-cup
http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?author=Patricia%20Polacco
http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?illustrator=Patricia%20Polacco
http://www.amightygirl.com/the-keeping-quilt
http://www.amightygirl.com/the-blessing-cup
http://www.amightygirl.com/four-feet-two-sandals
http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?author=Karen%20Lynn%20Williams%2C%20Khadra%20Mohammed
http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?illustrator=Doug%20Chayka
http://www.amightygirl.com/four-feet-two-sandals


The Journey  
Written by: Francesca Sanna 
Illustrated by: Francesca Sanna 
Recommended Age: 6 - 9 
 
In this beautifully illustrated book, a young girl's life goes from 
peace and comfort to turmoil and tragedy as war envelops her 

home and forces the family to flee. As they seek out a place of safety, the family must make 
decisions that are difficult for kids to imagine, but critical to understanding the experiences of the 
millions of children caught up in the current refugee crisis. At the same time, simple comforts — 
like books and storytelling — help the family stay strong through their journey. While the ending 
isn't a true resolution, it is tinged with hope and optimism: the journey has been grueling but 
soon, perhaps, they will find a place to call home again. Debut author Francesca Sanna created 
this powerful story after interviewing multiple people about their experiences, and says, "This 
book is a collage of all those personal stories and the incredible strength of the people within 
them." 
 

The Lotus Seed 
Written by: Sherry Garland 
Illustrated by: Tatsuro Kiuchi 
Recommended Age: 6 - 9 
 
In 1945, young Ba saw the last emperor of Vietnam weeping as he 
abdicated his throne and snuck into the Imperial Gardens to take a 
single lotus seed. For Ba, the seed becomes a precious reminder 
of her birthplace and culture, especially since it is small enough to 
carry with her as she travels to a new land, full of tall steel 
buildings and strange new customs. Ba keeps the seed as she 
grows, marries, raises children, and sees grandchildren born, until 

one day her unknowing grandson takes the seed and plants it. The next spring, a glorious 
blossoming lotus provides a new memory for Ba to keep close to her heart — and share with 
her family. Full of beautiful illustrations and poetic text, this book also contains an endnote to 
help readers learn about Vietnam’s history. 
 
 
 

http://www.amightygirl.com/the-journey
http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?author=Francesca%20Sanna
http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?illustrator=Francesca%20Sanna
http://www.amightygirl.com/the-journey
http://www.amightygirl.com/the-lotus-seed
http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?author=Sherry%20Garland
http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?illustrator=Tatsuro%20Kiuchi
http://www.amightygirl.com/the-lotus-seed


Lost and Found Cat: The True Story of Kunkush's 
Incredible JourneyNew! 
Written by: Doug Kuntz, Amy Shrodes 
Illustrated by: Sue Cornelison 
Recommended Age: 6 - 9 
 
When an Iraqi family is forced to flee their home, they can't bear to 
leave their beloved cat, Kunkush, behind — so they secretly bring 
him with them all the way from Iraq to Greece. But during the 
crowded boat crossing, the carrier breaks and Kunkush escapes, 

disappearing in the confusion. The family can't wait to find him, leaving them brokenhearted. So 
when Greek aid workers find Kunkush several days later, the quest begins to get him back to 
his family! With the help of a worldwide community spreading the word online, Kunkush's family 
is found and they are finally able to bring him to their new home. Told with the help of the people 
who helped reunite pet and people, and with the permission of Kunkush's family, this true story 
encourages kids to think about what it's like to have to leave members of your family behind — 
and celebrates the power of people working together to help those in need. 

Drita, My Homegirl 
Written by: Jenny Lombard 
Recommended Age: 8 - 12 
 
10-year-old Drita is a Muslim Albanian refugee, struggling with the 
transition from war-torn Kosovo to Brooklyn, New York; she doesn’t 
speak any English, and her mother is falling into depression. Maxie 
is an African-American girl who still wrestles with grief after her 
mother died in an accident, and as one of the “cool kids,” she 
doesn’t want anything to do with this strange new girl. But when 
their teacher assigns a project to Maxie, interviewing Drita about 
her life in Albania and her move to the US, the two girls slowly 
develop a friendship as they discover unexpected connections 
between their lives. This unique novel alternates between both 

girls’ perspectives, creating a poignant and powerful tale of bridging cultural divides. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.amightygirl.com/lost-and-found-cat
http://www.amightygirl.com/lost-and-found-cat
http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?author=Doug%20Kuntz%2C%20Amy%20Shrodes
http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?illustrator=Sue%20Cornelison
http://www.amightygirl.com/lost-and-found-cat
http://www.amightygirl.com/drita-my-homegirl
http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?author=Jenny%20Lombard
http://www.amightygirl.com/drita-my-homegirl


A Faraway Island 
Written by: Annika Thor 
Recommended Age: 8 - 12 
 
12-year-old Stephanie and her 7-year-old sister Nellie love their 
lives in Vienna, but as the Nazi influence rises, their parents send 
them to safety with two foster families in Sweden. They plan to join 
their daughters shortly so that the whole family can travel to 
America — and safety — together. Nellie settles in quickly but 
Stephanie wrestles with loneliness and isolation, particularly when 
a clique of bigoted girls begin taunting her at school. She clings to 
the hope that her parents will come, but as time goes on, she 
begins to realize that she will need to make the best of her 
temporary — or perhaps not so temporary — home. This is the 

first book of a quartet about the sisters, of which three volumes have been translated from the 
original Swedish; fans eager to follow Stephanie’s story can check out The Lily Pond and Deep 
Sea. 
 

Lily’s Crossing 
Written by: Patricia Reilly Giff 
Recommended Age: 8 - 12 
 
Lily has always looked forward to her summers at a beach house 
in Rockaway, New York: at home, everyone knows she tells lies, 
but her summer friend Margaret understands her need to feel 
important. In the summer of 1944, though, Margaret has moved to 
a wartime factory town, and her father is on his way overseas to 
fight in the war. It’s not until she meets Albert, a refugee from 
Hungary, that the summer brightens. Lily is shocked to hear 
Albert’s tales of life in the war — particularly the loss of most of his 
family — and without thinking, she tells him one of her lies, one 
that could threaten his life. Lily will have to wrestle with her own 

feelings of insecurity and learn to tell the truth if she is going to help Albert find a new life in 
America. This Newbery Honor book tells the story of two struggling children with subtlety and 
compassion. 
 
 

http://www.amightygirl.com/a-faraway-island
http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?author=Annika%20Thor
http://www.amazon.com/Lily-Pond-Annika-Thor/dp/0385740409?tag=amigi-20
http://www.amazon.com/Deep-Sea-Annika-Thor/dp/0385743858?tag=amigi-20
http://www.amazon.com/Deep-Sea-Annika-Thor/dp/0385743858?tag=amigi-20
http://www.amightygirl.com/a-faraway-island
http://www.amightygirl.com/lily-s-crossing
http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?author=Patricia%20Reilly%20Giff
http://www.amightygirl.com/lily-s-crossing


Inside Out and Back Again 
Written by: Thanhha Lai 
Recommended Age: 9 - 14 
 
10-year-old Hà has lived her whole life in Saigon, and she loves 
everything about the city — the bustling markets, its unique 
traditions, and her very own papaya tree. But when the Vietnam 
War reaches the capital, Hà and her family are forced to flee. They 
make their way by boat to a tent city in Guam, then to Florida, and 
finally, to a new home in Alabama. To Hà, this new land is all 
wrong: her neighbors are cold, the food is dull, and even the 
landscape feels alien. Even still, thanks to the strength of her 
family and help from a teacher with a very unexpected connection 
to the country where she was born, Hà begins to find her own 

place in this new world. This National Book Award-winning novel is written in free verse. Fans of 
this story will enjoy the 2015 companion novel, Listen, Slowly. 
 

The Red Pencil 
Written by: Andrea Davis Pinkney 
Illustrated by: Shane Evans 
Recommended Age: 9 and up 
 
12-year-old Amira lives an ordinary life in South Darfur, Sudan, 
dreaming of adulthood and the chance for an education, but there 
is a constant fear under the surface: the Janjaweed, who are so 
dangerous that Amira’s mother tells her to run immediately if she 
sees them. When the Janjaweed do come, Amira’s village is 
destroyed, her father is killed, and the rest of her family is forced 
to flee. Amira is so traumatized that she falls into silence, even as 
the family finds a place to stay in the Kalma refugee camp. Slowly, 
with the help of the people around her — and the gift of a red 

pencil — Amira must find a way to restore hope to her life. Davis Pinkney includes an endnote 
with details about the conflict in Sudan and the real Kalma refugee camp, which still exists 
today. This compassionate telling in free verse also incorporates simple pen drawings to 
capture a brutal conflict in deft strokes. 
 
 

http://www.amightygirl.com/inside-out-and-back-again
http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?author=Thanhha%20Lai
http://www.amightygirl.com/listen-slowly
http://www.amightygirl.com/inside-out-and-back-again
http://www.amightygirl.com/the-red-pencil
http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?author=Andrea%20Davis%20Pinkney
http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?illustrator=Shane%20Evans
http://www.amightygirl.com/the-red-pencil


Letters From Rifka 
Written by: Karen Hesse 
Recommended Age: 10 - 14 
 
It's 1919, and Rifka and her family are fleeing the brutal treatment 
that Russian soldiers direct towards Jewish people in their home 
country. In her dreams, America will be a perfect place, where she 
and her family can have all the opportunities they could never 
have in Russia. On her travels, Rifka brings a book of Alexander 
Pushkin's poetry, in which she writes letters to Tovah, her beloved 
cousin who stayed behind, about her experiences — humiliating 
physical examinations, disease running rampant, terrifying storms 
that threaten her ship, detainment on Ellis Island, and even the 
loss of her long, blonde hair, something she never imagined she 

would have to give up. This story, which is based on a real piece of author Karen Hesse's family 
history, captures the courage and persistence that refugees need, as well as the sense of 
optimism and hope that drives them. 
 

The Breadwinner 
Written by: Deborah Ellis 
Recommended Age: 10 and up 
 
Parvana’s family is struggling under Taliban rule in Afghanistan: 
her father has been arrested, and her mother can’t work, leaving 
the family with no income. So Parvana takes a desperate step: 
she cuts off her hair and poses as a boy. She’s proud to be able to 
earn money, but struggles with her anger at the Taliban's laws. 
And soon, even this small peace in her life will be shattered as 
Kabul becomes even more unstable. The story of Parvana’s 
refugee experience continues in Parvana’s Journey, Mud City, and 
My Name Is Parvana. The first three novels in this award-winning 
series are also available in this box set. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.amightygirl.com/letters-from-rifka
http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?author=Karen%20Hesse
http://www.amightygirl.com/letters-from-rifka
http://www.amightygirl.com/the-breadwinner
http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?author=Deborah%20Ellis
http://www.amightygirl.com/parvana-s-journey
http://www.amightygirl.com/mud-city
http://www.amightygirl.com/my-name-is-parvana
http://www.amazon.com/Breadwinner-Trilogy-Deborah-Ellis/dp/0888999593?tag=amigi-20
http://www.amightygirl.com/the-breadwinner


I Lived On Butterfly Hill 
Written by: Marjorie Agosin 
Illustrated by: Lee White 
Recommended Age: 10 and up 
 
Celeste’s childhood in Chile is idyllic... until warships appear in the 
harbor. The country’s new government calls artists, protesters, 
and those who help the needy “subversive” and vows to eliminate 
them. Some of Celeste’s classmates stop coming to school, and 
soon Celeste begins to feel that no one is safe. Celeste’s parents, 
who are both educated and generous to the poor around them, 
realize they need to go into hiding, but before they do, they send 
Celeste to her aunt in Maine. Celeste must learn to cope with 
being exiled from the country and family she loves, and also with 

the fear that no one, anywhere, can truly be safe. Seeing the turmoil of dictatorship and the 
harsh treatment of dissenters through Celeste’s eyes is heartbreaking, but tinged with optimism 
as Celeste realizes that Chile will always remain an important part of who she is. 
 

Children of the River 
Written by: Linda Crew 
Recommended Age: 12 and up 
 
When she was thirteen, Sundara fled Cambodia and the Khmer 
Rouge, leaving behind her family and the boy she had loved since 
childhood. Now, four years later, she struggles with her identity, 
trying to be a typical American teen at high school and a "good 
Cambodian girl" in her aunt and uncle’s home. A good Cambodian 
girl would never date, or even be caught spending time with a 
boy... but when Jonathan, a star football player who wants to be 
more than a jock, asks for her help with a project, Sundara risks 
her family’s disapproval by sitting with him at lunch. The pair 

grows close, but when their relationship is discovered, Sundara is desperately conflicted: she 
feels disloyal to her past, but how can she honor where she came from when such terrible 
things happen there? This remarkable novel examines the aftermath of resettling: finding a way 
to live between cultures. 
 
 

http://www.amightygirl.com/i-lived-on-butterfly-hill
http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?author=Marjorie%20Agosin
http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?illustrator=Lee%20White
http://www.amightygirl.com/i-lived-on-butterfly-hill
http://www.amightygirl.com/children-of-the-river
http://www.amightygirl.com/catalogsearch/advanced/result?author=Linda%20Crew
http://www.amightygirl.com/children-of-the-river


The Bite of the Mango 
Written by: Mariatu Kamara, Susan McClelland 
Recommended Age: 14 and up 
 
Mariatu has heard stories of rebel attacks in other places in Sierra 
Leone, but only rumors — how could they possibly be true? But 
one day, the 11-year-old encounters their brutality first-hand: rebel 
soldiers, only a few years older than her, destroy her village, 
murder her neighbors, and cut off both her hands with a machete. 

“We want you to go to the president and show him what we did to you,” they say. “You won’t be 
able to vote for him now.” Miraculously, Mariatu survives, a single mango providing her first 
meal after the attack — and giving her the desire to live on. Her journey will take her to a 
refugee camp in Freetown, a home and education in Canada, and, finally, a position as a 
UNICEF Special Representative. Kamara's raw and powerful account of the conflict in 1990s 
Sierra Leone is unsettling, but inspiring: if Mariatu can find new hope, others can, too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more books all year round: 
 
http://www.readingrockets.org/booklists/womens-history-month 
 
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/resources/book-list/history-social-
studies/recommended-books-womens-history-month 
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http://www.amightygirl.com/the-bite-of-the-mango
http://www.amightygirl.com/the-bite-of-the-mango
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